Emcﬁ’}/ one and q hatf ears ago [ fook a call from Morocco. I was my
co//eaﬁue Tean 47%, who works in (asablanca Hor the medical division af
ﬂr&"ﬁeh Mo told me aboit his school /m/'ec% in Cameroon, in /31‘550, a %m}/
village in the middle of 4 fropical raintorest- Mis commitment fo fhe village
was aimed fqrﬁcu/q’r/y af fhe Many Young children of the village. Mo d huitt
o school Hor them, 4o cater for their edicational needs and hence fmw‘Je
them with ¢ hctwe. The school was 4/r€4c/;/ Ly and running when i was
Jeﬁ%y&/ é}l q fowem[a/ %mpicq/ storm. 1%// was needed, and fast!

The infervening feriocf has seen a lof /la/pen. [ Hraveled 4o Bisso last summer.
Ftow articles were [auélis/za/ in </iq’/0} and Many colleagues /le//ecf out by
</ot4mLm7. st hecause, decause 1‘/zey fristed us.

f/le old school was f/evaro}/er/ i 2007
by a tfem)’ﬁ:ﬁnﬁ storm. Toan Mo
W bwilt ¢ new one riﬁ/mL next fo if-

The new school is larger and

More moJem, meqninﬁ More

children can be ﬁ:uﬂ/l% there
ot the same fme.

Cemeroon is situated in cenfral A%’icq, on the Mantie
coast, and has a /ofu/erﬁoh ot 188 million. [Bocause
Cemeroon is such a /Dhﬁ wum‘y)/ and encompasses
range of /4»:&4/3 13//25, i# is sometmes referved fo as
/I#ﬂcq in minm‘m/, as 4/7*105% all #ﬁcals /qm/jcafej
can be found here: paln deaches and coastal plains,
uen/qu mimﬁmeﬁ%, volegnic moum%in
ranges, expanses of savannah
and 51%’0’06/ and even the dim‘y,
desert—like Sahel. Cameroon is
/107'12 fo over 200 z{i#erwr%
/eof/eS th q /luﬂe wzrier(y mL
/Mﬂlwﬁej %ov%/inﬁ 240, 100 of
w/lic/l also /ltwe ww‘ﬁnﬁ. #ene,
children are seen as Hheir /arem%/

f/le w‘//q}e of /3/‘550 s sifuafed frw(/_
mm%/y five hows & car from %M&‘,
wot-ar from the small fown of //bv‘eh}.

" "
inswrance policies ; in offier words,

the children juﬁaorf the faremﬁ once

7, [ qu 1L /
%/le}/ are grown, because theve are wo Z/lj,?ﬂoug 1: h;lyZ‘; ZZ:%MS
such f/zl‘nﬁ; as pensions or unmﬂo;ﬁqe# ; aﬁn‘é 41; st :L tho -

benetits here. fq://}/, 77 in every
/,000 c/li/z/ren born in Cmemon die in f/leir yaathé s 1‘/1@ cqthq/ :7# &memoh emJ %/le cau%r}// s Secam{ éi}ﬁes%

earliest years of e of ¢ range of diseases; ci'/}/, with 4 /a/u/m%n of abnost 1.3 million; i lies swvounded b
fhis is 4 5/14;7 contrast fo fhe @m for

%mfica/ raintorest 7[3 genc/l name yqaludé s q wmﬁaﬁon of the
@rmn)/, w/lic/l Sﬁsz 41‘ /'lmL 7Lu/e in / ,000. name mL 1‘/1@ f:/womﬁ, #Le oriﬂiha/ im/iﬂehou; /eo,o/e mﬁ #le areq.

We used those 4o buy school supplies and pay feachers heir wages. The

school's Hiture was now secwred. The circle of Hhose who cared about [Bisso

grew /qr}er. The chavitadle orthiza’ﬁon * bture for /3/550 eV was set L,

an association whose fask is 1o /ze// ot in [Bisso and ifs swrounds. i pro~

vide education, clean running water, decent healttheare. :

you can 7@1«/ More i»rfomzzﬁon mL wwwﬁhm'%or_éisso.orﬂ. 7/7;5 }/ezzr we llu
orﬁqm‘zeJ G mefiw/ cqreven 7‘/14% ﬁ*m/e/ec/ fo /3/‘550, zmc/ / ,(’e(% G /'oama/ ’ﬁ)r
all those inferested in w/lmls /Mf/éhih} here.



October 3, 2011

4%/‘% /%iwic/z, 7794&1 zmz/ / met uf mL /%méurf
4)}70# on 7%8 gpdy mL 58}’%&!1 (/ﬁm‘}/ ///nm/(’
had letHor Cameroon fhe previols Ja}/, he
wam%;/_fo _m_ee% L with fellow doctors from

the German c/eye/o/memL orﬂqhisz/M il
We arvived in Yqoumfe’, the cq’/‘rﬁ;/ of Cameroon,

A short #me later, we were
Sﬁpp&/ af #le ‘ﬁrf% 0/lec,€’/oin%
More were 4o ollow. # stretcher
/a}/ on ol /475 and countless
Jmp and ﬁml/lfq’s%e /'Lc#ec/ into
the small of owr dacks. Heinrich
SuJJen/y remenbered Hat he d

e

Vollo 4,
v

Vet Tover, atso 4 v

‘ ) Hown as 4lack vom r/’ P )
A s iy s
Stbtropical aregs prevale

n fropical
c ‘ " cal and
bjﬁ m[ﬁg - aLd‘% 47*16’»’/&4 and Wn‘cq. fﬁe/vﬂ/}/ ,@mu/ﬂ
are /rmztn‘e; qm/ variols 6//@5 ﬂ% MoSguits
Sqlifp.
I Most cqses, 7%9 J‘;eq:e quf//ﬁ[eﬁ‘: 7

pam 4”J’?50/Vej q-/-fe, 7[
00n o sull i 4 Tew «/4;/5. Some patients, AMMV/

2% fﬁﬁé vesulfing in vy
/dwr//ce &ence 7%6 hame 177[ 1%9 J‘;eq:f) wﬁ/‘c; 7*1‘:7? 6’74::(//
e 1atal.

54//0 estimatas State Yot 200000 eoply o
Seqse quA }/&” 4‘7JJ’0/000 m[ﬁﬁf(/fé’ EVE/H/ 1%9
e.

Wﬂ% 7ééy€r/ nalseq qnd

for}m%n an WWTL&ML shot he

needed for dontal Freatment-

%ﬂ/{/ We drove on f/lmuﬁ/l fhe bumpy stroets. Mer ¢ while we noticed
Hhat the trunk wes open, and wondeved how /onf it had been that way. The
driver fu//a/ over and shut Hhe Hrnk, which wes S&z/t[éh/}/ S’fri/{’ihﬂ/}/ easy
to close. We drove on 4o our hotel cortain Hhat we d lost hatt of our

possessions en rolfe. f%mnﬁe/}/, nm‘/linﬁ was Missing when we arrived.

AL '."

o 8:00 pm. We made i /mélem_%me

%ﬁmuﬁ/z clstoms control, ¢ C//l&hﬁe from ny

s S last %rif fo Cmamon. alec,éS 7‘/14% we/:/e //lq’J
e — | the re?uirec/ immunizations 4742145% }/e//ow

* Doutsche Gesellschatt fir Iternationale Zisammenarteit (GIZ) Gmilt

| fever were ej(ﬁfeme/y velaxed.
Last ear, [ had been ficfec/ ot From @ bunch
mL Cmemoniqnj and ordered fo receive 7‘/18
vaccination. /(/4)//58 [ was also fhe on/y one
theve who hadn 9ot a wink of sleep due 1o
ny Fellow Hravelers snoring, and hence looked
cowjpodinﬁ/)/ Fq/e. [ looked so overfived that it was fméaél;/ no wonder
/ 5ux/c/en/)/ found m}lseﬁ[ in a dark vaccination voom. The nwse drew fowards
me with her needle of fhe macf)/. [ /Le///essly waved around my vaccination
card. Mor o heated debate and much back=and~forth she gave in, and
[ was allowed 4o leave the %m}/, 5/?1[//‘/4? room.

So we checked into fhe pms@e hotel in yaoum/é. Erank was 4/»'194(/}/
wafﬁnﬁ on fhe tatfered leather couch deneath the skin shed by a finﬁ
piftion. @ev‘/ler we headed off 4o a nice restawrant- I was //ohc/a)/

evening and theretore showtme. Various singers stood on stage amid 4
éam’ﬂe of laser /iﬁ/h%. fs we retuned fo owr hotel Hhat evening, we

7/7/‘5 }/eqr 7‘/lem was none mL 7‘/14% (/{/e were fic,é’ecf uf /5}/ 4 Jriuer, crammed
worvied aboit whether the crate from 59;'7*14/4)/ would neq//y arvive on fime.

owr shdt into the overloaded Frunk and drove ot into Hhe nif/l%.




One week earlier, Erank and | went- Kevalstrale in Lickeck. Both of us
chfef/ oW cars cW/e?Le/y tull of medications, %W//l/zm%, anesthetic and
offer medical SLL////‘BS for Bisso. s one or fuo packeﬁ of fehci/S,
notedooks, leather dalls and children's clothes.

/% was loud outside.
7///16 street in %mmL mL
the hofel was full of
[ite, the /m"‘ holed
sidewalk and street
crowded with hundreds
ot people. Traders sold
SIU cards, sweaters, Fish, s04p and

Hways watch ot for Hhe
€V€V)/7[/lihﬂ ol could fossié/)/ need c/z;}/ fo c/q’)/ f/m;n}:;e Sys%mf;

in ‘ﬁh}/ wooden sheds. f/lousahis of }/e//ow faxis
darted here and fheve. ‘zpmcﬁcq//y every car had a droken windshield.

/3&585 with /luﬁe /uﬁqﬁe racks on %ola drove qu% fhe hotel.

In Many flaces, fhe Jmihaﬂe Sys%em was cWoseJ of open rivilefs.

7//?4% /lqrzforeff 7%8 c/(mﬁer m£ /quinﬂ Jirm%/}/ into Jmin on 791%/4} out mﬁ G
vehicle = or even sinf your car into it The jukebox blaved music af full
volime, almost all of o Mrican. | sat ot in front of Hhe hotel and watched
the colorful hustle and bustle 90 4. Younﬂ shoe sellers halanced one shoe
on Heir head and held the other one in their hand, neqe/}/ fo make q sale.

—_— e

Our personal issie of e dag: e erete. The erete from Licheck.
Where was &7 Qistian Hried +o find ot That lett Hinvich with
enouﬁ/l Fme o loan out the shot he 7%70%7%74 4 local dentist.

4‘/%»’14/(:%5, we drove 1o fhe on/y cas/l/oin% in e c;%y,
located at the Hithon Hotel. s there we met ‘?
f‘ﬂm}/, ¢ tellow [Bisso SLLWMLer. We orﬂqhizeJ —
owselves an oft—voad SV complete with driver \

for fhe /'oume fo /3/‘550. We drove back and - rr'
forth, 4rom 4};0 B and B4 A Mot /eof/e of one

ind or gnother. /gouﬁ/l% provisions, especiq//y water.

While we were Joinﬁ that. we discovered Hhat the crafe was cauﬂ/l% up in
Goris. I was 7;@5&;)/, and we wanted fo make 4o [Bisso a5 soon as possible.
Bt it didi+ make sense 4o leave withod Hhe crate com%ininﬂ all our
supplies. Aud wow euery#linf seemed 4o </efem/ somehow on Hhat demn crate.

Octoder 9, 2011

W were Ly ea’r/}/. Tean and fﬂm}/
had already sorfed out various
natfresses for us. We'd all gone
and bought owselves camp beds for
Bisso, which wed /}muﬁ/l% with us
From éermh)/. Hnd now we learned
Hat [Bisso was awash with deds,

AML Seemec/ 7L0 /lq’l/e q nrt‘/ler Severe

The lap of ucwry: FLoam mattresses Jrom the market




Sﬁorfqﬂe of nattresses. The dviver came with his fransport. Qvistian called
the head of the ‘Fmiﬁ/l% %orwm/inﬁ company in gqnce. gqm(’ used the hotel
complter fo wrife q cortificate for customs /mw‘Jin} the information that

Hhis was a matter of humanitarian aid, in the /wpe that Hhis document would
somehow be able o S/eeJ up fhe %mnspor%%mm Laris o Ya’oLmJé.

The corticate went round Hhe houses of a series of ﬂf&"ﬁer </e/4r/7rle»r6

/3}/ email betore 7%4//)/ reqc/u‘nﬁ Qvistans inbox. Wibhout Christian, wed
have heen in a very ﬁﬁ/ﬁ‘ spot indeed ~ he crate would prestmably have
disappeared in some cover channel or offier.

fuc/c/en/}/ there was ﬂooJ wews: The crate was due +o e loaded onto 4 plane in
$p4n‘5 mé Some foin% Jlu"ihﬁ 71/16 c/q)/, meaninﬂ we /qu aq ﬂaoJ c//lq’hce o% mceiw‘hﬂ
it that evening. We Aeﬂqn fo /wfe. In the meantme, & fow hundved ewros were
being Fransterved = Money Chvistian world need o have the crate veleased from
customs in yaoum/é. The driver packed the car o the vatters and rearranged
i. ﬁ/‘m://y there came Hhe call From Qvistian: The crate had arvived. I was
(/(/eJnest;)/ cHernoon. We all S?LwezeJ into the A//_ﬁ_éwfﬁhﬂ car. The plan
was for 77mz7*l}/ o
pick by fhe crafe
fhe next </4}/ with
our driver. The great
Moment /laJ qm‘yecf:
We started off 4o~
ward [Bisso, /em/ihi
fhe cify behind us.

We /aSSeJ mnume

4. ﬁ// fo fhe market B: View 4rom owr hotel

C: Stall selling cellphone cards and ofher usehul Hhings — D: Sale and storage of coreals
vable market stalls, small l/i//czﬂeS, children /lt;yinﬂ, pigs, p«’/m trees, woo™
den huts. Time ator fime, we encowntered small
c/lec,é/oim%, were SvLoWeaj and re?uinec/ fo pay a [i#le Money. We usua//}/
SvLoWeJ, chatted ¢ [i#Hle, fqu and set ot on owr way again. Sometmes,

when wed }m‘q nice sfeeJ oing, it was enouﬂ/l for us +o S‘mz//y Hhrow
%/Ze 740/18}/ out mﬁ 7%8 winJow.

4%»* q %ew /lotu’)’ on #le ch/ we req’c/lec/ /(/,émleh}, w/lem we ViSi‘IL&/ q
small /losfh‘q/. 7/Te nwrse was 45/ee/ in Frout of the small Auilffinﬁ and
looked vather creased and erimpled when she saw us coming. We explained |
érimﬁ/}/ w/l)/ we were Hhere and she showed us around. # [#Hle ﬂir/, carviling

/ler im[luion Am%’e " /ler /lam/, was u/cherinﬂ into /ler room. ||I
7/73 rim‘y deds had wam_/oa,{/inﬂ ro/qsﬁc covers. 7/?9% were no clrfains af

the windows, allowing the sun to deat down </irec7‘/}/ into the [iHle room.



There were abnost no medcal dovices o
be seen. The so—called VI voom was
ﬁsﬁnﬁais/zeJ From the rest by the fact
that there was a sheet of plywood
S?u,eezeJ between f/le ded sz 1%9 corvidor
behind it in order 4o PreyemL anfone and
everyone wa/fin} %/lmuf/l fhe room.
Sheer luewry. fd Hhis was the /losﬁ%/
Sen/in} 7%8 entire neﬂion. We fook owr
leave and headed omward in the divection
mﬁ /3/‘550, Soon %HI@ f/lmé our rolfe was
becoming more /lqir_mijihﬁ. The forests
Hhickened, fhe muﬁ/l ved road became
muddier and bumpier. But 4/7‘/10@/1 fhe

area aﬁeam/ vemote, we sqw people

euer}/w/lere m/(’inﬂ their Jowrneys on

Weleome 4
the VP room/ oot //’ﬂ/“é began fo draw in.

7Z/l‘/le»; :/Z arvived in [Bisso, # was raining, and looked somehow sad on
/l /; q €V€hihﬂ, foSSiA/y because 7%8 open 'ﬁm " %mmi o% %/Ze /louse
; q/m‘/;er plny ;/me. We ﬁme%ec/ the small group }m‘/tenea/ round fhe
ire. [ve deen in [Disso betove, so | enjoved seei

’ /o}le Seemf %m/‘/iqr ﬁ’ces 4494Gin.
We chfeJ and took owr Ae/onﬂihﬂs into the house. M1 we had /f#%o

&b was put uwp the mosquite :
£, jm"p e mosguito nefs and Fall into bed. Mud Sw/c/en/y ¢ scream

L ———
In Africa, tarantulas are known
as baboon spiders, because the

way they climb resembles that

of baboons. Despite their size,
a bite from most types of

tarantula may be painful, but is

generally harmless to humans,

unless they develop an allergic
reaction. Many books compare

such a bite with a bee or wasp

sting; this, however, does not

apply to all types.
In some areas of South America,

cooked tarantulas are considered

é/‘dﬂ% ‘460014 SﬂiJér

a delicacy.

... ahhhhRRRRR!

Tuo 4i ‘

4%% /ﬁ ot ﬁza;f bakoon Sfic/ers had settled down 4or the niﬂ/l% foo = in
nnicg s room. /lis %ype mL SfiJer 5 th cahSiJerec/ /l/ﬁ/l/y 0iSonous /7% /l

%/le}/ cerﬁ;in/}/ look like - Mot # § c

O at we knew fhat of Hhat pzzrﬁcu/ar moment,

44 ‘ z/u eir /}iﬁ eyes ﬁ/eminﬁ in the davk. 7/7(3 first of Hhe pair in |
nnicg s room met ifs end m%r /'us% G 7Lew Sec & 4%

%/l /l J ’ g onas

7/9 ands = or rather the sole = of fmmés Slf‘pper.
he second /lair}/ veature was able 1o escape.

We never found out where +o. 500%17/1%/

I ¢ -

! was :f /lmﬁ dark in e house. We sef L Fe%m/etm [WS and it a:m//es

/(DZ(: us fiad /lem//mp. These dovices enabled us 4o shed of least ¢ litHe
igItt on mm%rf " 7‘/19 room, fo 4yoiJ %mdin on farantu 7

still ke around. We nd e o ml}/l%

- We put ouwr new/y purc/lasec/ mattresses onto Hhe bamboo beds




and pu% Lp owr mos?urfo netfs, which proyec/ 7LmLe a c/la//enﬂe W Fried Lsing
ropes, small tree frunks and ‘/Lm://y wails in the wall. Mer much e?%n‘ we
/laaj q sl ﬁ/lﬁ)/ skewed
bt contortable=

Huica 5/e,mL like a
friMwSS . 7//16 W4//

q /r#/e A€7£0V‘€ ﬂm‘ﬂ} %ow‘yoﬁ‘er led. .

fo hed

Octoder 0, 2011
Mﬂz fhe cock
crowed, emerying From owr Mosquifo
wets at around 0:00 ¢. m. At as
last fime, ny skin was covered with
[#le ved 5//‘57%»*_1‘;//9 5/073. Was i he 7*105?&;7%5.7 f‘mmy, who had arvived in
fhe mﬂ/lﬁ émuﬂ/l% the mattresses we still needed, before /leq’c/ihﬂ oft again in
fhe Morning with owr driver 4o feteh the crate from Qhristian, who had SfemL
¢ lof of Money ﬁev%nﬁ it released from customs.

We 54’VL on 7%8 57*14// yemm/z: ée/ohﬁihf o 7%8 /louse,
ate small balls made of c/ou}/t and curd cheese

(he main dreaktast here) and drank ¢ warm, m///(/;/

drink. Mer fhis, unica and | were ot 4o Hhe school.
I was 7/lu'5<{4>/ We went +o see ¢ Hhind grade lesson. There were 15 studowts
in the class, with fwo dtferent }mcfeS being %auﬁ/l%a%v‘/le same fime.

/oo/éihﬂ 56%— QP. was f/qs%emJ and the
mos?uh‘o net made it
We 54% A}/ ‘f/le %I‘V“e look o 4it like 4

/3/‘550/5 school consists of Hhree Aailcfinﬁs, two of which still have vuined
roots. The Hhird school is a new /ﬁu‘/Jiﬁlﬁ. The éui/a/mﬁs are ﬁmufeJ around
an open space in the middle of which there is 4 %/aﬁfo/e for the 7%7
ceremony which Kicks oft every school day, at which fhe 7%7 is raised ch
the assembled children
sing Cameroon's
national anfhem.
4‘7%»'14/4»%, %/Zey 90 o
classes. s | said, we - [ - YA ng g
were in ¢ 7‘/lird" ﬂmc/e
class. The childven
stood up as we entered . - — '
the room; we ezc/lan}eJ ﬁon/ow zmc/ @ﬁm /(/(Wﬁeh The childven sang
us a song " a round! That was Smm‘/lmﬂ [ never mqnaﬂecf o learn fm/er/}/
all %ﬁmuﬂ/l ny long Sc/loo/Jz;}/S. There were fuo reasons behind our visit-o
Hhe school: first of all, Hhe school, of cowse, is one of the /m/'ea% in
/3/‘550 that is closest 1o owr hearfs, and second, | wanted 4o ﬁe% 4 /m%er_
S/lip going between the [Bisso school and an e/emem%vy school in @zrmn}/.

ALy (Y nﬂﬂnb

s -




7 ﬁe% %/linﬁs started. | went 4o a German e/emehﬁzr}/ school and gave lesson
on Cameroon and ﬁisw. Then [ asked Hhe children o saf 4 bit about them—
selves and give Me ?uesﬁons to take fo the children in Bisso. ”J?o ou ﬁe%
homework?” =" wantfo e o dancer!”

”gpo you /lm/e /l/ppo/(rfmuses

salu
Jh lttl Jappelle e Nick et
dan 1S le Amge elweg 27

" &memon 7

Nom: Bmar

Prenom: Mbarga L
age: 10 ans
L ‘H
Mbolo Hello
Akiba Thank you
.
Ma me ne ... My name 1S ...

7/7858 were #le ?Msﬁons / /lm/ éma}/l% um‘/l me o /3/'550, /lo/inﬁ 7Lor qnswers .
Soon / [ be ﬁil/ihﬂ 7%6 éermn c/li/Jnen %/le ?ueSﬁth 7[/leir cotm%erfq’ﬂ% n
Bisso wantfo a5k Hhem. [n /zo/inﬂ this very /onﬂ_Jisﬁmce fqrfhersflip will
u/orf out- /3&% %or now, %/lere we were, 4/411/‘(;4, %err}/ q’m/ /, 5%4/1([1‘14} n %/le
/31‘550 school, 45,6‘”} ahout favorite music, soccer, /%wy ‘pm%r, o(ﬁciqnsl
5//10/5---

In the middle of #he classroom was an enormous fermite mound. The creatures
had com//e%e/;/ c/esv‘ro}/ec/ the Hoor, where there /4}1 o tew machetes. We /uS/lec/
the fables %oﬂe//ler and gave a [itfle lesson 4o the children, with #he ?Msﬁm
wed Amuﬁ/l% with us from 59;'7*1414)/. / /lrﬁ/l/y JiSci//inecf, f/MSM’IL 4’/7*105//19}'19

} formite nownd in e

Schoo/roo’m W/l h is

radualy psting e
children foward one
corner of fhe room =
whic hmmfy

appens o be TME 01

/l Fix ins in #W‘*ﬂh

was preJmimn% in Hhe class. That no%wif/lsﬁnlihﬁ, theve was q raffier tmsv‘y
situgtion: One of the fouwr feachers was /lo/e/eSS/}l drink, ree/inﬂ in Front of
the children and Aqrfinﬁ at them in an uh//eq’smrf Manner- 7/14% evening, we
wondered what +o do with Hhis feacher. Mleohol vemains the biggest social
/mélm in the l/i//&}e, /zzrﬁcu/qr/}/ among men.

W were still wqh%nﬂ for the crate trom Likeck. /777}/ now i was late
attornoon. Hinvich commenced carrfing out exeminatons. The First patient
was fhe chiet w//qﬁe elder, whom everyone called smzfly qu/ , ﬁ//owecf
8y his %m//y fs Hnvich didnt
have any naterial, he wasn+
able fo F“// any foefh. 7/7)9/7}/
woted down Hhe names of those
héé(/ihﬂ freatment and which
foeth had 1o be extracted.
While Hinrich conducted his
exm/‘haﬁons om%ia/e, ///mn/é
saw patients inside fhe

house we were Sleefinﬁ in,



wheve it was mos%/)/ dark, even
%/louﬁ/l i was //ﬁ/l’lL oufside. We
//nec/ fhree wicker chairs 1o 4
window which shed a liHte /iﬁ/t%
into %/le room. n one corner mﬁ " %
f/le room stood G mmLorc}/c/e - : T
the one on which Maris had
neeenﬂ}/ had & fatal accident-
Marivs was Hhe w‘//qye/; all~
round good egy and Mmade sure
ol fm/'em‘ worked out in Hhe w‘//qye, organizing naterial for fhe school,
ensiring the teachers ﬁml their salaries and giving the whole endeavor 4 it of
strcture. Our crafe 7%144//}/ arvived (/arinﬂ the lete atternoon. We lw/qcfec/ it
and fu% the materials in Hheir //zzces. Mow eyer}ﬁ‘/lihf was mm/}/ for us 4o
rea//y }e% going fhe net </4>/

We were Ly ear/y once

qﬂqih. / weh% wrl[/l #Mn‘c/l
~
7L0 see 6 rgneoise Jn‘mﬁll}/.

female feachers in fhe
village. She showed us he
N %ms/l/}/ clogred field behind
o i her hut, ez//m‘ninﬂ fhat i
e st was o be the sife of her

H lest! The i

house. Her pigs were milling arownd what was 1o de her land. She fen
gave LS ¢ ?Lu‘cf four mL /ter /uaL m/ /ler ,é’h%/leh, wh‘/l e:/er)ﬁ‘/linf ﬁfl}/ emc/
qurf(’/inﬁ/)/ clean. To Hhe let o her house lives an old man who makes
wicker daskets. Mis house, and hers, like all Hhe houses here, are located
a/inecv‘/}/ on the voad that leads from //fm%nf to [Bisso. On the offer side
of the voad stands Hhe church, that was buitt decades ago 4y Tean s mother.
/;qncoise is q stawnch, /Bié/e_ée/ieuinﬂ Christan. On the way into the
village, she showed us her small
cocoq plarfation with about 20
frees, growing wnder the wide
umérellas mﬁ f/le /arﬁe %ro/ica/
troes. The Fruifs, their }/e//ow shade
im/icq*ﬁh} 7‘/!eir w‘feness, S/Iohe out
in the rich green of the forest-
7/71‘9»47/ came 1o pick s up. The
first pqﬁemﬁ came very ez;r/y in
%/le momihf. f/rsz was not ?lu‘%e
in the dest of healfh, Meaning 3 =S,

-

brancoi e in her £ on 5
his first cfa;/ af work in o e .

@r ”"’}MW Makes
wicker /545,@%5 7%, 1% 2
Market n ///éoﬁ’hﬁ.

Bisso was S/Uifihﬁ Ly fo de 4
c//lq’//ehﬁihﬁ one. The f/rlfmmpﬁu
wm'ﬁhﬁ Yoom in %mmL mL #le /louse
filled with f@pﬂ/e very ?Lu‘cf/}/. We had
decided o give Friorh‘y to childven, women and e/c/er/}/ Men.

At one /oimf ol driver came fo see f/mn,é and revealed that he was abmost




blind in one eye and had also lost most of his siﬂ/l% in the offier. 7/7# was, of
colrse, not emcﬂ}/ V‘édSSLu"iMﬁ %or us fo /leqr, q#er /lq’l/ihﬁ been driven m'vum/ 7%8
cnuer}/ /5)/ //lﬂrl %or Jq’}/j #U‘ouf/l 7‘/1@ 71105‘% Jr%cu/% 0% 7Lerm/‘h.

brank examined /Mem% while Togn
acted a5 assistant and Franslator.

#inricﬁ Mf[ ﬁiew}/

Mnricﬁ, 4tmica, 7/7)9#}/ and | went o fhe school, where Henvich gave a falk
on /oo,éihﬂ atter four teeth and how 4o use our foothdrish /mfoer/}/ and
7/Z‘ew}/ acted as franslator. //em}/ of the children had émuﬂ/l% their foothbrush
with fhem and waved them in the air as we enfered fhe schoolroom. 7/Tiewy
c/eqr/}/ very Much en/'o}/eJ ezflqinmﬁ 1‘/11‘/4?5 to the children. Hinvich had
Amuﬂ/l% o model of 4 set of feeth with him and fold the childven a few 7‘/11‘/4}5
adboict how Hoeth ave strctued. The children eh/'oya/ themselves and were Keen
/qrﬁci/q’m% in fhe lesson. 7/Tiewy went back and forfh /flmuﬂ/l the rows of
seafs with fhe model and asked ?uesﬁons, which fhe children stood up o
answer. %rﬁck/qr/)/ 900d answers were rewarded with 4 vigorous round of

p p/quse. Weor this short dental lesson, Punica and Honvich went outside,

sat down ot ¢ fable and had the childen come 4o them one é}l one; Hnrich

used fhe /leac//m/
that had played 4
Sﬁm‘hf role the Ja’y
betore in fhe hunt
for tavantules fo e~
GMine #le c/li/Jreh/S
toeth. Those of fhe
}/otmﬂer ones were in
Surfw‘sihﬁ/}/ ﬁooc/
condifion, and on/}/
tfwo children were
asked fo come back T —
1o see him that R
ctornoon. The =
children ﬂo% ¢ small
gitt a5 4 thank—you
%or %qfinﬂ /a’rﬁ-
%ofrf/lpas%e, a footh=
brush and ¢ small

exercise hook. While
7%1‘5 was ﬁoiﬁlﬂ on,

Frank was busy in
the ‘mzfrow‘seJ consu/ﬁnﬁ room, seeing a 7nezrf Many /zrﬁem%. The lne

oufside Hhe house showed no sigh of ﬂe/%mﬁ smaller, ?uffe fo the con%mry:
q /leqf mL wood oufside 1‘/19 /louse was also ﬁuminﬂ info 4 wqfﬁnﬁ areq.
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Weor ez
v exaMinin 7‘/1 choolehi
“.5/ cee under Slj’le e/S /:{20/ hidon, Hnrch and e set Ly tHheir treatn
s loys bl (/ alm frees, with a small able placed on o [ /l("e ent
ere /5)/ a few stones o prwemL if sinking info Hh o hill with
i /hﬁ nfo e miy}//

russet~ved ﬁmum/.

7o Hhe lett of Hhis were

te e o som o
l/i//aﬁe s ‘mzfow%n% perso™
nalities. The waifing room
was fumished 4y a bench.
7:84’/7*1614% Material was
//z;ceJ o /lam/ sz sterilized
attorward. Chickens wandered

around fhe scene.

M some poi

point, fe catch of Hhe &

caught i by was provdly presonted: A pangols

i the forest and was presimadly [ &/yéo f m;eh% e 54@0//;4 l:;/lic/l had een
nd in ¢ coo i"f /07&500”.

| %nﬂa[ins are also Known & " walking
#ley have /arye,

"
-nocones , hecause
les w/liclt cover

1l overlwinf hard sca
Hheir entire Jodies. 3 threatened, %ﬁey

can roll themselves o a ball.

‘ f/le‘{/ [ive on the 7rouml or in frees,
accwr[inﬂ fo #leir Sfecies, amf are
nostly pocturmal-




{327[0/»'19 ﬁe;/zqehf patents
paid /ﬁe;r Tor' and had

. « v
e inslwance CQV‘JS neq/

Hinvich examined his patients with fhe assistance of Hunica and 7/Zewy Many
of the feop/e who came For Freatment were SM%%}'M} From acite foothache,
some of them Hor several years, bt lack of Money had </e/riuec/ them of
aecess o treatment- OF cowrse, Major 5Lu7ic4/ inferventions were out of the
7@57%14 in the condifions we had, so freatment had +o be lmited 4o eﬁmcﬁn}
diseased and fz;im[u/ teeth. The local anesthetic was completely new experi—
ence tor the (rﬁem%, with the mam ﬁe/inﬂ o gave them causing fqrﬁcu/qr
cotmlemzrﬁom fme mL 1%6%, //loweyer, %olwc/ #le S%mnﬂe ‘Fee/inﬂ n 7‘/13/‘;»
c//zeef, as nﬁ one /14# mﬁ 7‘/leir ﬁce /lac/ Jm%c/lecf fﬁe# %mm 7‘/zeir nes% o% %/Leir
Aoa/}/, rafhier anusing. /3}/ this tme, the w::fﬁnf dench wes e?tm//}/ dvided
between Hose who had received anesthetic and those who hadit }leﬁ eyeing
one another. F lot of feeth were Fu//eJ Jarinﬁ the freatment session.

e E—

™

A5 owr 57%}/ in [Bisso had coincided with the counﬁ'}/’S election campaign, we

received a visit in Hhe atternoon from a few campaigners. There were electon
pos%ers euer}/w/zere, most of them Sﬁowinﬂ /:771‘}14, Comeroon's curvent Fresk/enﬁ
who will probably also be the new one.

f/lere qre Ficﬁures, roos%ers qm/ Sﬁc,(’er)’
?uffe /ffem//)/ eyer}/w/lere: on frees, houses,
cars, S‘rm,a/}/ eueryw/zem. /(/emy /eo//e

were wearing T=shirts and even dresses

/feqrm} the curvent /resiJemZS mage.

/% S7L4’V7L€</ 1o rGin, me(/?nﬂ us 1o Mmove
ol mzfmmﬁu dental chﬁce indoors.
I began fo ﬁe“f dark, bt Hinvich feﬁ on
working for as long as he could see using his /lezzcl/w.

f/nm/é and Foan had infended 4o close their doors ot around J:00 p-m.

However, Hhe wz;iﬁhﬁ room was still full mﬁ%wem‘y /eo//e u/a’iﬁn/ fo 4e

examined, and 7‘/le}/ were still Aeinf /'ainec/ 5}/ new mezemﬁ. gpq}//iﬂ/l% continued

to dvindle. ot what were we Su//oseJ o o7 F lot of the qu/?eﬂj had deen

waiﬁn} for houwrs q/mac/y. /(/"’”}/ of them were old and had made 4 /onf Jjowrney

to de seen. We had no idea how word had ﬂo% arownd, hut people were still

5//lowih} “f’

The clouds of colortul hutorthes ﬂrzdua//)/ gave way 1o fhe c/lir/inﬂ of the |
crickets. Darkness tell. ﬁ/uem‘u//}/, not even peﬁ»o/elm lamps could /myk/e

fhe necessary /iﬂ/l%ﬁ) fhe consu/ﬁhﬁ room. The First proper z/qy of our medical ||I
carqvan, which had Aeftm eqr/y in e Morning, had ended in almost fotal
darkness. We'd 4/ma</>/ used & large part of the contents of Hhe crate From
L&'/}ecf, on owr :/ery #VS% Jz;}/



As Cemeroon and [Bisso are close 4o
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e ——

/ fhe 97’*47%’, it gets very d
We rose eqr/}/ “74”’ and sat down wr//l %/le Vi//e:feS guickly. U %rei/‘ee/ F:Z”Z’i”’}/
b b
chiet elder, whom we presented wiff g @ fhe lght llowed us 4.

some Marzipan From Liceck as a
small Hhank— ol for his /105//‘7%//45/.
7/?9 space oufside gamé s ‘rlfzpm:/iseJ
cohsu//mﬁ room began fo fill L
noﬁaeqél;/. The sound of ¢ small
radio came from a wooden bench in
Front of he house. Suddenty we
heard the news that Hhe next Ja’;/,

w/lic/l was S me/qy, no ﬂ‘ﬁ/lﬁ

would qrvive in Yqou.m/é, 41«/ 7‘/19 Moids Semiel, Hhe chiot lage oldr, 5 7.9 {/
v v, s Vears old.

3 " P ) ”
passengers of the few planes that P g con s the mprsd watng roon.

m/f/l% arvive would fn)/f&/}/}/ have |
o 57%}/ in the airfor% inh%//}/. funé:y was fhe Ja}/ on which f/mmf Glaesner

and fis 7%7*1/‘/}/ were due fo arvive in Yzzoum/é. The further news stated that ||I
no vehicles ezce(f those related 4o the election would be permiﬁ'eJ on the

roads between swnrise and J 00 p- M. We saw 4 conspicuoLs number of

election campaign vehicles, /57 SUs, passing ouwr fouse. The news meant



that Bank G pm/faé/}/ wouldnt be able 4o 7# herve on fhe \ﬁquy or would fave
o 57%)/ at fhe 4irfaorﬁ /’/nmf /lq’J commenced Seemﬁ fﬁehﬁ. 4710@ %/le 7L/V57L
was an elderly gerfleman who was M- positive and wanfed 1o be freated by
Hinvich atter seeing Bank. The fuo discussed fhe case and qyreel what o db.
Then our driver entored the derk conswing room and announced fhat he was ot
wow. OH7 W/l)/ Hadit we dooked him and his car for five Jzz)/S, not-for fowr?
W showed and checked invoices, with the vesult that # became evident that the
woman w/lo /MJ orﬂam‘zeJ us 1‘/!3 car /laJ conned us. 7/@ sifuation neceSSiﬁ*@J Ls
paying a couple more fons of Hhousands of (P rancs. The driver S?Ld}letl. The

whole fme, /;cm,é vemained in his consu/ﬁnﬁ room, examining his fzrﬁemﬁ, and
Hnvich worked under the chiet w‘//aﬁe oldors cow&meeJ iron /om/l root-

The ban on (/V‘il/ihﬂ which had been
‘rm/osee/ for the ﬁ//owinﬁ (/4}/
neart Bank had o get bk to Voounde, bt Hhe line okide fis consulling
room was ﬂm%nﬁ /onﬁer and /onﬁer. gzm/é and Foan decided o issue Hhe fmeem%
with numders. /;qn/é Sqw /zrﬁem% without ¢ dreak, examining one ter Hhe
offier %/lomuﬂ/l/}/ and never /lq’l/ihf a Moment fo emerge From his dark CMSLL/’ILMﬁ

room, but fhe waiﬁnﬁ room, Hhe waiﬁnﬁ wood /leaf, the wafﬁhﬁ space oufside
was Huller each tme we looked ot of Hhe window. That's S%rqn}e, we 1‘/10:7/1%,

witil we eyenﬁm//y noticed Hat
some patients were issuing themselves with nmders. We had Hree patients
with the mamber 4, for e;(W/e. What should we &7 //4/4}/ /zrﬁem% had
come q /onﬂ way bo us. Hrich and Funica even saw fzrﬁemL from Limbe,
4 ch‘y on the Mantic coast a Jayls Jjowrney from [Bisso. We were Habber—
gasted af how word of our presence had got around.
Erank fried fo see as Many

/eoF/e a5 he could. bt there
/'us% wes h,’/' €/10Lbﬂ/l %mze, mezminﬂ
we were forced, wifh
/lezzyy /letm%, fo fum
Some of fhem zm/a}/. I was a
ﬂremé /h‘}/, bt we couldn
/oSSiA/y have seen fhem all,
because we needed o fake
/;sz fo [/,ém%nﬂ, where we
had o visit fhe local /rmﬁec%.
7/7/‘5, however, didn + work out,
as all officials, inc/lw/in} the
/mﬁcf were 5&5}/ with events related fo Hhe election.
0Lw driver fook s 1o /(/fo%enﬂ, w/lere /le </i57uise</ owr car Gs & cﬂﬂlﬂqiﬁh
:/eﬁic/e, S’ﬁc/éihﬂ Gn enormous fos%er o% /3/‘}/4 on %/le nﬁ/n‘" /lm/ /lq/lL o‘# %/le
windshield, which pmsumé/;/ meant that his Siﬁ/l% from his second, almost




u/on(’ihﬁ efe was 581/8%’/}/ limited. He seemed
to have had enouf/l Szﬁflf however, to deliver
gmé fo the cz;/h%/ sate and well. Toan and |

went into Hhe fown, where we ran 5/4/ Aanﬂ
into an election campaigh ovent- series of

motorbikes raced /457‘ us, Hheir riders Amm/is/linﬂ

/057%;'5 ﬁqﬁm‘nﬁ #leir ‘fqyorhie, w/lzc/l Wﬁh/% cumemL /resiJem‘ /3/}/4, 'ﬁ)r q C/lan}e.

We were Mmobled, swrounded A}/ hands, arms and /051%6 being stretehed info Hhe

air and AesieﬂeJ A}/ what fett like thousands of people 7‘9///‘”7 us what fheir favored
- - candidete /ch/ /rmisez/.

= # - }.' i
- o k4 Once we were Hree of Hhe
- :

[ -

Ctmlfaiﬂhihﬁ cmuk/, we wz:/fec/
on. /wo /4Ji€5 7%7*1 7%8 Vi//4ﬂe/
one 1all qnd one Fe/?%e, invifed
Toan and me 4o have ¢ drink
with them. We sat %oﬁm‘/ler in
q small bar as m‘}/l% gradually
drew in. P95 wandered around

and small fraders Sauy/lf ¢ sale
in the dark. 7/?9 ladies were
%wo mﬁ 70,000 Suﬁqr cqne

ficfers who come 4o fhe aveq each Year fo earn q /fffﬁ/ wage. /(/,ém%hﬁ was

Stwvum/ec/ /5)/ 57*14// /lOLLSeS %or 1%8 worfer)’/ 4ccm7noc/4ﬁot4. 7//78 Sufq’r cqne
//an%m%ns between //fm%nf and [Bisso were Ialam%cl in the middle of fhe

%mgicq/ rqin%omsf p«’ﬂ% mL w/lic/l //lqc/ o ﬁiye w.q}/ fo fhem.

7/78 /m&rfe /aa/y asked Toan i he »
cane [antations

could 7Lm<{ /ler G wq}/ 1 7# # %—’L’_

Workinﬂ com[‘rf?ons on f/le Su?ar cqne ‘ﬁeHS‘ﬂL
n o prodlemetic. (hid labor s  Fregee
24

s are endemic i fhe

l’i/lwofe. Wo Sl‘ffecf ol colq and

/67% Wﬂl/éi”ﬂ on 7LOW4VJ 7%8 7’laV7é€7L accuww/ie, and low way Duntaton
s where Sk4a” cane ! i o
/%MC{MJS o moﬁmy cle facis zipp ed ‘;:ikevs e paid the equivalert ot appr? amatelf

50 ewro cent per fon 0’/;5&?4}’ cgme #Ley/

harvest. H practiced worker ¢
75 - 20 fous in & Ja}/

cbout fs Hhe derbness intensibied
%/le noise %rm %/le numerous
small hars did litewise, all of

them ‘/M‘niﬁlﬂ Ly their basses
to the max.

an /MWES’L “A‘ML

/45 owr Jriyer waes ﬁ’finy
Frank 4o Yoounds, Foan and

[ took one of the mo%om}/c/e
7%’)(/‘5, %/Mee mﬁ Ls Sh%hﬁ
4%0/ the small vehicle and
%mye/inﬁ - wh‘/wm‘ cm;/l
Hebnels = fivough fh
m‘ﬁ/l%%o [Bisso.

As we fraveled, Toan Fried o
}e% hold of gzm/é G 4o Find
out where he was and how his

ﬁ’m/‘/)/ was %72#7 in Yqolwc/é.



ﬂmﬁ/ 7*1}/ Sﬁu/em‘ d;}/;, 74}/ 7£V‘/'€/1J5 qm/ / were
fhe holders oF he wiothieiql “how Many people
cqn 7L/1L ifﬂLa q éﬂﬁ ’ /

ﬂmn/fi/ micmcqr/ vecord =
seven people, as Many as it onts a Mofordite
in &memon without he S//‘}A’/eﬁl Froldle.

Wi le 10 ¢ 4;
People 10 a bike is complotsl, normal.
Without crash hetnets, of :Z;e. 8

We pzzssec/ the enormous skgar cane flan%m‘mn, which Ae/onﬂs o q /;enc/mq’n
who is an acquainfance mﬁfqrfozyls and runs a great number of these
plantafions in Hrica. We vode over a small airplane /4m/in} strip i fhe
middle of the //zmﬁ'ﬁon; /455@(/ the %m%r}/, which is ﬁuan{ec/ like q /l/ﬁ/l_
Securf/y prison Jtm‘nﬂ fhe Ja}/ The mméom)/c/e was q liHle overloaded

which we noficed parficularly when we m%mﬂec/ 1o 90 wp a small hill =
/a#m’m%f// being fhe operative word. W dismowrted and walked a (#Hle
f/lmuf/l fhe niﬁ/h‘. oy
4/7‘/10147/1 i was dark
anJ, cerﬁ:in/}/ 7£or owr

sensibilifies, we were in

the middle of nowhere,
we still mef one or fwo
/eof/e here and there on

olr w«}/.

We re&c/leJ /3/‘550 m%r 4 5/10# fime. 4/4#1&: sz
/I%ihric/l /lq’J m%mﬁeJ 1 ﬁe% into #le A%ficqh Wq)/ mL /i%e
and were t/dhcihﬂ qround Hhe Jwincf/inﬂ fire.

Sugar cane Flanhrﬁon
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The villagers had ﬁo% Hheir drims out and were maémﬁ Music,
giving us an o//ow‘an‘r/}/ fo sit /5}! the warming fire tor ¢ while.

ﬁmqfﬁm‘ was prepzzreJ for us eqr/y in fhe Morning ~ 4 real /Lu(twy for
us, %m/q}/ as in fhe last fow ([4}/5. A lot of women were dusy in the Kifchen
cooléihﬁ 7£or us, 7%6’}/ were womMen

who otten seemed invisible, in

small Kitchen which offen had
10 people Sh%nﬂ i it The
women émuf/h‘ %/le 7£oo</ fo
the fable and cleared the dishes
away, which sometimes made
us eel bad. [ hope 1l 4o
a4l o ﬂe% used 1o Joinﬁ
7‘/11‘/4?5 for m}lsez‘f again

when we leave.

I was election (/4}/, and fhe
school had deen Franstormed
into G Fo//ihﬁ Sﬁ'ﬁoa. fme
polling clevks checked that
eyeryﬂlihﬁ was /mceefihﬁ as
i should. 4/%0%/1 i was
\Qu«/q’;l, we decided not o 90
1 c/ltmc/l. 4!4/41‘(:4 z;m/ /,

&chanieJ A}/ aq small ﬁ"’“ﬁ




ven q 1o
of people, took ¢ (e walk in Hhe area, in which Hhere are apes and ec/l ez/q ew
eople, ‘ i
f /i//qi We /455&/ 7%8 éa%/linﬁ //qce mé %/ze SWW)/ river, wp/lem 7%8 n;:_
s d clothes and linen. assing cocoq pla
d themselves and the women washe |
Z::/w %ﬁ;ﬁu/@m dotted around heve and there, we veached a few l////aﬂeS, :erany
0nS (
of whose inhabitants we had met betore = €5feciq//}/ the children, w/;o jo ;
‘ ‘ G
school in [Bisso. The children were mfinﬂ [i#e /le/mOF?LeVS using a leat an

o small stck. When %/le}/ ran with them, the leat spun in the wind.
1 .

1 iS50 SWLY[E.
0 v M ke q ”ell(m(/'grl /;
0 (13142) or we re wired U Aeﬂd

the fwo corners of o ledt, foke the
51:ck #wuy/l anJ 0’#‘# you 70.

A short £ime later, we were /ainez/ /5;/ M=
ric/l, 477&:11 Mcf ouwr %mi/iqr, /f//m/ (/riyer. We

Jym/e 1o G cqre w/lic//l //lq’J seen ;n/ldh%m‘s
Many millennia ao. On Hhe way there, |

noticed Hat | was on/}/ wearing 7%/‘7%/5.

Back in Liceck, | " old everyone fo fake
700(/ Sﬁ’ohﬂ shoes with them which wowld
/mw‘cfe q Jeﬁnee o% /mﬁ’cﬁon 7%7*1 }reeh

mambas and so on. Now [ was Hhe one

with the Himsiest shoes on. Great-

In trout of the cave stood 4 %y’aicz;/
Mudbrick /loase. /14 prew‘ous }/eq’rf, %/le
house had been occufiefl by fhree men
Sﬁ%hﬁ on ¢ dark green 50%4 and Jr‘ih/éihﬂ
/Liﬁ/l‘q/co/lo/ Spiriﬁ ot o% co/on[u/ (e
Aaﬂs. This fime, Hhe house was locked p.
We went #lmuﬁ/l 71/18 mimﬁores% foward

1‘/Le cqve, Me in m}/ 7%/‘7%/5, w/lic/l 4JJ9J /
nswlf o injury with their um}e/iem/!/y Lnnecessary Mmassage sole.
" (

We walked al ng a narrow pm‘/l, the enormous frees %owerin} albove us.
e wa b |
£ enﬁw//y the /m‘/l narvowed further, and then ended suz/a/en/}/, wifh

reeJS Afocfinﬂ owr u/q’}/.

( VGi ./

What wouldn + | give now for 4 pair of /m/e/}/, solid, closed 4ra nerf
oht in the tropical rain. 7/7e}/ were SMfMﬂ

/Bu% [d let those last mﬂ/h‘ in P phbdi’)
ef = bt so was he fm‘/l that we now had before us. The others J
ZV that someone had had an accident here lest ear. [ looked down an

The Green Mamba, which is
found in broad Stretches of
central Africa, is 4 two-meter- "
long venomous snake with a
light green color and a |
yellowish tail. Thege snakes
are timid animals which prefer

flight to combat; hevertheless,
injuries due to their venom,
aneurotoxin which ig highly
hazardous to human health,
are repeatedly reported.

Bites by this type of snake
must be treated immediately
with a species-specific snake
SErum to ensure survival.

The venom contains a multj-

plicity of substances, including

cardio- and cytotoxing (which

impact the heart and tj

well as those with neu
effects.

ssue) as
rotoxic



deheld the Massage 7%/_7%/5, sunken in the reddish mud. Mhead of us were Hhe
cave and fhe //zzce where [ had neq//y had 4 close encounter with green Mamba
last year. What Hhe heck = here we 40 fﬁmuﬁ/l fhe dense ﬁn}/e of //m%. /’73/
now, my oot had received such a ﬂooJ Massage Hhat %ﬁey were Move or less the
same color as the earth on which f/le)/ rather precariously stood. We 57%%/%
our way Ly fhe hill.

Mo sooner had we reached #he cave and were /ookinﬁ down over the raintorest
from the fop of the hill Hhan a group of men with Machetes appeared in fhe
cave! (ue ﬁm# hlladaloo as 4o w/ly we hadi + /a’ic/ (in the hit #hat had been
JeserﬁJ), wi#l zmﬁr}/ noiS)/ wosz
w/lizzihﬁ back and %ar//l. %}/7
Z/{//lq%el/e}" 7£0V‘.7

Sometmes /us% fu#@ the inifial

Squk o an idea is em)uﬂh 1o give
F‘"’f/e /wfe for he futuwre.

Wor enou}/l angry woisy words had deen ezc/lqnﬂecf, it was fime o swap
idoas instead. ol want Money, )/ou showld clear fhe way fo the cave
for s’ = ”/(/Moc/y bnows His cave!” = 0N, so }/ou Spem/ weeks u/qﬂ‘ny
in a litfle mudirick fut 4/7‘/1{)&%/1 you Know noéoJ}/S going fo come!

W/l;/ </oeSML 4#}/0% come.7 - //7/73;»9 /514% 414)/ 5/714 ’ ”AL 7‘/1ere was 4
sigh and feo//e neq//y o come, then c/on/%vﬁriﬁﬁv%n them with Aiﬁ knives,
sell fhem posﬁarrﬁ instead = ”ﬁper/laps o liHe bar?” = "# 5/10p Se//in}
Miniature V‘é’//icqs of the cave?” et
We all sat down around /arﬁe vock 1o creafe ¢ mini—dusiness //tm, and fhe
men put their machefes aside. H was guife funny,- a/v‘/lauf/z some of he ideas
were raffier cmz}/, 1‘/19}/ ¢
were still a real dreath
of fresh air. We
planﬁ’c/ ideas. The men .
joined in. per/wps that's -
ehouﬂfl fo inspire fhem
o %mm%m %/leir
sifuation info Somm‘/lmﬁ T M
botter. % r/laps fhese ideas will 4e Smm‘/lenec/ A}/ spikes which can cause inflen
the second ﬁ/&SS of SFIVW% the men down, bt wation. lonrary o popuar el

/Wchfines do not 5/10# %/leir
/er/lq'ps %/le}/ 7’17/1% /LLS"L live q [t /er*’ . 5/1‘(’95, Au%%/zey o use them 4o

defend themselves 4}4/‘#5% /rez/mLWS.
/n zmciemL /2!77*(6, rosz fprcufine

——————

Mebor an atectionate /ezrﬁnf, we drove hack
fo ﬁiﬁo, w/lem /orm/ihe wes on %/le Menl.

/ /lopec/ F wzzsh/% q FrmLeaLeJ Species.

was colnted ¢s a c/e/ia:cy.




f/lmL evening, we held 4 mem‘mﬂ in fhe Vi/que = wifh not 4 %werfoih% pre-
sentation 1o ke seen, fow mﬁms/linﬁ. W f/q’ceJ ¢ few lamps in the middle and
gattered around them. Hem namber one on the agends was fhe school. Eor one
%ﬁinﬁ, we didn want Hhe children 4o de ﬁ’uﬁ/l% /5)/ ¢ drnken feacher, and for
another, we ddnt wnderstand w/ly hoém/)/ seemed able o repair a small hole in
the root 4/%/10&7/1 fhe village still had some étu‘/Jihﬁ natorials. (o 54‘7957%/
%/lose mL }/ou w/w are cwriols gs 1o w//lmL /lappeherf next: we ended our worfihf
m/m%onsﬁi/ with the eacher, and the root was mended atter our éfqrhm).
I was an open, /osiﬁue dscussion, tollowed /5}/ an e;(c/lzmﬁe of further ideas.
One of them was 4o initiate a fown ﬁuinninﬂ /m/'ec%, at which [ was able 4o
54)/ 7‘/144‘ / M %r)/inﬂ fo m‘ /ecmL ﬂe% q Sc/loo/ f&rﬁrersﬁip ﬂOIhﬁ, wh‘/l my 5011/5
school and he e/e?*lem‘qr}/ school in Bisso. This piece of news went down well.
Metor #his, | showed Hhe assembled villagers the ﬁr&"ﬁer Mage calendar and
mage drochwre and a back issue of dalog = all of which featured fBisso!

——-ﬂ"—_-__—

Octoder 10, 2017

Owr week in [Bisso was meinf 1o a close. } week is not q long fime, but
a lof of %ﬁinﬁs had /lqppenee/ Jtm‘nﬁ it and Hhe S%Vzmﬁes% of them was }/e%
fo come, %oJa)/, on o last Jq}/ We }m‘ up, chfec/ owr clothes and //mmeJ
fo </ef4r1L mL qwum/ 9 00 4. M., 4/7‘/10&7/1 /%inric/l sz / %/louf/l% it wou/J
/médly de move like 17100 4. m. We loaded owr %/linﬁs into the car, and
fhen 7/;iewy and [ went 1o the school, decause [ had %orym%n Smm‘/linﬂ
for the school Sponsors/li/ project. The school Ja;/ was dominated 4y exans,
Meaning [ on/}/ wanted fo Jm; /5}/ ?Lu‘cf/y
50 as not o disript fe proceedngs.

[ arrived just as fhe 1%7 ceremony was
being held. The childven stood in rous
dehind the 7%}, which was raised fo

the sound of the children singing fhe
Cemeroonian national anfhem. Two
7%40/186 stood in %mmL m£ i. 7//18}*8

was an orJer/)/, JiSci//ineJ m%osf/lere.
The teachers dresses fascinated me. One of Hhem wore o pink school dress
which featured pictures of day o= day school life = 4 @m af the black™




Aoqrc/ or ¢ cm)au%er. /47%;» 1‘/Le ceremohy, 1‘/19 c/ti/c/reh went ?aief/}/ o %/leir
classes and 7/7/‘9»4'}/ and [ vetuwned +o Hhe Vi//qﬁe. [ found m)/seﬁﬁ wom/erihf
whether the /Mﬁo/in had been /LuL out of s misery )/mL.

Wow it wes +me 4o saf ﬁooc/éye. Ml Hhe w‘//qﬁerj %ﬂlemJ vound Hhe car, and
each of us veceived 4 /anﬂ /luﬁ. 78/4*’5 were shed: i#s 4 very Sfoecia/ 7‘/11‘»17 for

all of s, us and Hhe villagers, or s to be here in Hhis small village. A small
w‘//qﬂe with ifs /m/e/}/ peo//e, a w‘//z:ﬁe like so0 Many w‘//qﬂes all over the world,

a village which is Jeﬁh‘n‘e/}/ not the worst oft in the world. 41/;//4}@ fhe
very w‘//qﬁe, Hhat we want +o /le//, in the /er Hhat ofher yi//q}es will benetit
From what we achieve here. So we said TschicB, 5oo<//5>/e, A vevoir... see ou
again, we l be back

We ﬁm‘ into the car and drove back Ho Yqouﬂé. I was /'us% dtter 11:00 4. .
Wow, Hhats what [ call SB?%hﬂ ot on +me! Mmost as soon as we had a modile
signal, Tean s //lone went- Brrorevr! I just ddn+ S%o/ ringing.

——-ﬂ"—_-__

4‘% Mouf 7 00 / ., aln‘s% an cq//eJ Ls
to tell us we had an (,Wo/m/mn% af

mmmLer mﬁ &’77187‘0011/ Hinvich and [ looked
ot each offer. Fust great ~ an aqppointment
with the minister, and we looked like

welcf /'us% come out of G cque. Uns/lziuen
and no dowdt ¢ (e 57*18//}/, we sat in
7%8 fa//— %o_/}tm’ﬁn} car
and were driven #waﬁ//l
fhe ‘Fores% /5}/ ouwr /l.q/f‘
4lind driver. /(/}/ pamg
stuck 1o me pale legs
and 7*1}/ shirf /llm} down e
ot me like 4 Jiﬂ‘y sack. *

[ ddnt have proper -
shoes, /'Lm‘ some dattered Teva sandals, Tean asked what size shoes «77047'1}/
and [ fake. We both have contimental size 44. W Sfetf %ﬁmuﬁ/l fhe rain—
forest 4o Yqoum/é and c/lm’ﬁetf %ﬁmuﬁ/l fhe ch‘}/ o ;mmy/ s liffle student
apmlmn%_ one room, a bathroom and g Kitchen. Time was running out-
There was no fme 45 shower, however Aqd/}/ we needed i Phew. One of
iﬂ*l?*l}// s roommates stood in #le f/%ﬁeh and cooked 4 small zm%e/ope %or us
(is it an em/qhﬁem/ Specie5.7 s, %rﬁm(fe/}/). Hinrich and | went into Hhe
bathvoom for ¢ shave = without & mirvor. We//, we did find 4 small one,
the size of 4 Young childs hand, with C/wffe‘/ etfﬁes. So we were 5/141//‘"}




more or less blind. Mever

Mind, were not going fo 4e

/'Lmz/inﬁ info a /oo/ 17% S//Za’r/és -
with /!/eeclinﬁ cheeks, /'us% seeing the
Minister. | fook ny old jeans out of ny suitease, drushed off the lost
remnants of reddish dist and fu.//ez/ them on. 7/?9}/ were wet- fice. Hinvich
found ¢ cleanish bcture for Bisso T=shirt and /ML that on. Then | /LuL on
the Hrainers [ had been provided with = size 44.

The right~hand path toeds 4
the school, #he river s S%rqiﬁﬁ%
aﬁqu, and /3/‘550 f/}eﬁﬁ zm/ 7%6’

slwmum/mf Vi//qﬂej are on foth
SiJe; mﬁ /ﬁe road.

/ﬁ - oéw‘ous/}/ &memohiqh S/loe Sizes were Smew/lmL t//‘#eren% %mm ﬁ/umfezm
ones. Eor a moment, | wondered whether | should emulate Guderelly s 51%/5/‘57%»»

zmc/ chL a# 7'1)/ 1L0€S 7Lo ’Pﬂi imLo f/le 6memon_5ize_44 5//1085. / /e# ﬂL, %/louﬂ/l;

there werent any suitable scissors around, and anyway fime was running even
shorter. So [ S?MS/M(/ mny teet into immyls Mini~rinning shoes, which were
vather Jazz/ihﬁ, with fhe 57%‘,05 on fhe oot S//lihihﬂ lite the full moon in
gray sKy. OH we went- That moment saw the arvival of Hhe 7%5/1/}/ washed
and starched clothes Tean had or}zmizec/ himsel by ce//p/wne. Hinvich and |
felt /osfﬁye/}/ 5/14/54/ 4y comparison. But it was fme o 40.

——-ﬂ"—_-__—

This s the path 1o the
river, wﬁem c/m%e; 4;«/
teet are washed

fﬁe quﬁin} s /le}

W on bushes 4o er.

The streets were c/oﬁea/ with Hratfic, a5 wsual.

How were we Su”osec/ fo address the minister” Z:/(ce//ence, m}/ée? Hoarich
was 4/M4J}/ /mcﬁciﬁrﬁ q éhL, w/li/e / was V‘é/}/ihﬁ on J7ezm or aln‘sﬁah 4d'_
Jressihf him 7%/5% and fhus eha’/f/ihf me o /'LLS‘/' nefemL w/lmL %/le}/ /la’J said.
We met Cristian and one of his co//eq’ﬁuej outside Hhe mihisﬁfy. /301‘/1 of
them had studied in @man}/. We went wp fo fhe fop storey ﬁﬂe#ler -
Hree Mricans in smart suits and then us, Hinvich and |.

hn ataché led us along an endless corridor where all walls and doors were
/ane/eJ in drown wood. We pqsseJ %ﬁmuﬂ/l innicmerable doors. In the
second—last room we reached, the atfaché had us sit down in fhe wz;h%ﬂ
room. We settled owrselves on fhe uf/lo/ﬁ‘ery we had been poinfed o =
ug/w/s%evy worf/l}/ of the name, to the extont that [ was atraid that Hhe
brown leather sota would swallow me wp like a Vonus %/}/ frap. So there we
were. //}/ /a’m% stuck 1o my skin, mfinﬁ it dticult-for me 4o stand up
when we were led into Hhe ministers office.

Here, we were seated again, this fme on somewhat harder chairs. | looked
m'mmJ. /14 %nm% mﬁ Me was 4 //‘cﬁw mL #le Minister af a /n‘yzrfe 4uc/iehce
with fhe Wo/e. 7o Hhe lett of i wes 4 bouguet of arthicial Howers and an
Mrican #}ure. Then [ noticed that [ had een given the first place in fhe
voom, which meant the minister would fméaély ﬂree% ne first- O, /le//./




What was the official ﬁmeﬁnﬁ
7£0r 7‘/19 Minister 4}4/‘14.7 (/(//l}/, o/l
w//ly /lq’Jhle / /m‘J m%m%n? 7/78
door oﬂehef, 7‘/18 Minister enfered
qhz/ mq’c/e Sﬁfqif/l% 7Lor Mnricﬁ.-

"Son Excellence Monsiewr le
The Cameroonian Hlag is modeled on e Fronch Mnistre ... " - ﬁlew, luck
Tricolore, and dhvided vertically in the same way.

I uses fhe /4}1_4&»@;1 colors: Green, Hhe color /MJ 57'li/€J on 7’[8-/ /%8 54’% (/OWh on ¢

r71£o, oliz comL/riVmLm,
m:;/:ﬁ sz ;ﬂii’l@&iﬁﬁéﬁ. | char. The Hag of ameroon stood i

Ye//aw stands tor the sun and e savannahs of 4 corner m[ 7%8 yoom. [/{/e /MJ qsfeJ
the north, while red is a 5)/74/50/ of the hlood

shed in the s%mﬁ/e for inJe/em/ence and is

Tean 1o apologize on owr behatt for
ol unfmﬁ appearance, which he
duly dd. Mor all, we had come drect
Ffrom the raintorest-

Tean 1old the minister about owr aid fm/'ec% “Fibure for [Bisso " and talked
ahout how lots of owr colleagues qﬂpr&"fer are involveds e RiRl picﬁwe
on the Hloor with lofs of f//lo%oﬁmp/ls of new /lospfﬁz/s which were o de huilf
or renovated.

Tean and Qvistan did Hhe falking. The ministor spoke %ouﬂ/l#u//)/ and very
cd/?*l/}/. There was an enormous cloudburst in progress oufside, while the falk
in the wood~ /ane/eJ room contered around fhe fidure of medcal care in the
cotm%r;/ am/ about /zow o fmm/e doctors a’nc/ nurses u/ff/l ﬁr%/ler %mininﬁ "

also considbred B> 4o 0 Mark of swemiﬂﬁy .
The star mpm:em% the connection between the
coun’ﬁ’ylj %wp fqﬂ%

anesthesia, ventilation and emergency nedicine. Mer 4 while, we took owr leque
and lett the éuilz/in}. The walls of the last room we /4558(/ %/lmuﬁ/z featured
for%mh% of all Hhe cuwrvent heatth ministers pm/ecessorf. Outside, the streets of
Yq’oLmJé were cmf/e%e/y 7£/00Je</. Ow Hrﬂ/l% was due fo Jefsz mL 70 00 2 M.

——.ﬂ"—_-__

We c/mffec/ /5)/ fo see f/nm/f’ Glisner and his 7[474;/}/, said q ?Lu‘c/e
hello and went on 4o i‘mmyls afarﬁnemf where #he m%/ofe in the

coo,éinﬂ le was wafﬁhﬁ %or LS.

ﬁ/uem‘u//}/, we could make no momm
conﬁesﬁon on the roads. We let owr lind drivers car
and walked fhe vest of fhe way. [ could barely teel
74)/ feot- 7/7@»1 we were Here.

f/loej o#, amLe/o’ae fo emL /Je/icious./)

4!1J f/leh o# 1o %/le qirporﬁ

I all worked out and euer)ﬂ‘/linﬁ was 0k

Erank Glisner and his %mi/y /icfa/ up where we had let ot in [Bisso,
with plans fo SfenJ some fme /oo/(”inﬂ cHor Hhe school. W' re /ool’inﬂ
forward 4o /leqrihﬁ Hheir experiences. W ll e going back 1o /3)550

one </q’}/, and /w/e Hhat lofs of o will Sufforf s in o endeguors.

Thomas Oriffer

M//lmL /lc:f/eheJ ne)(ﬁ7 5# out 4% wwwﬁv‘am_%or_éisso.orﬂ




